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Methods

Results

• Survey of English teaching majors
• Interviews of two English teaching
faculty members at USU
• Content analysis of seven writing
autobiographies of English
teaching majors at USU

Among the surveys, interviews, and
writing autobiographies, similar
experiences manifested themselves:
• Enjoying literacy activities
• Having an influential teacher
• Feeling successful in reading and
writing

Introduction
Education has a significant impact on
people's career choices. Literacy
experiences, reading and writing, are
particularly influential. In this study, I
explore literacy experiences and their
impact on preservice English teachers,
as well as practicing English teachers

Figure 1

“My teacher gave me countless compliments on my work […] the way
that teacher in particular praised me and made me feel like I had some
sort of potential was a very good, very positive point in my writing
career.” *

.

Conclusions
Figure 2 – In my past, I’ve been positively recognized for my writing.
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Figure 3 – I chose to pursue
a major in English teaching
based on my experiences in
reading and writing

In figure 2, 83% of the survey participants either agreed or strongly agreed with the statement that
they were positively recognized for their writing in the past. The remainder of participants
somewhat agreed with the statement.
*From a writing autobiography

This study focuses on individual
experiences with literacy activities that
influence people to become an English
teacher. Through a survey, interviews, and
a content analysis of writing
autobiographies, the results imply that
literacy experiences such as enjoying and
feeling successful in reading and writing
and impactful teachers influence
individuals to become an English teacher.

